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SPEBDEE: PEI SBBREE LY 
PT IE I Ge oe GEE URS - 
Tothe READER. 
Chriſtian Reader, 2 
” Shall not need to uſe any Epiſtola- 
ry Commendations of the »Author, 
if ever any Preacher had both 
Urim and Thummim, the one in bis 
Word, the other in his Example, unre- 
provablein his Dotrine, and unblama- 
ble in bu Life, then this Excellent Di- 
vine Mr, Matth. Meade # the man, 
whoſe enſuing Notes being this Preach- 
ers laſt Valedittion to his Congregation, a 
little before his Civil, though Voluntary 
Death, are here preſented to thy view. 
But it maybe God withdraws hu ex- 
cellent Servants from hu "People , to 
admit them nearer to himſelf, that they 
may have none in Heaven but himſelf, 
and none in Earth beſide him, « 
A 2 The 


"To the Reader. 


T he enſning Sermon was taken by 
the carefull hand of a ready Writer, 
a very good Friend of the Reverend 
eA uthors, to prevent Abuſe by [mper- 
feft Copies, which we hear are comming | 
forth and made Publick ; Weſh all nos 
mention the vaſt Difference betwixt 
Hearing and Reading, or the Power 
loft in Printing, which words had in 
Delivering, neither how neatly they 
might have been Cloathed by the Au- + 
thor. «All that we ſhall ſay uu, thou haſt 
them in ſuch a dreſſe az they were clad 
with in their firft detryery, and be they 
Kead with as good Aﬀettion as they © 
were reached & Heard,and (hrough 
the Spirits Aſsi5tance, will not prove a 
dead Letter. 


Farewell. 


N. D. 
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The Paſtors Valediction, 


BEING 


The Farewell Sermon of Mr. Mat- 


the » Meade, late of Sepulchers, L on DON. 


(1) 


SETESS 


—_— 


1 Cow tk 


Grace be unto you, ard Peace from God our Father, 
and from our Lo d Fejus Chriſt. 


Ou will wonder, poſſibly, that I ſhould 
pitch on the Apoſtles Salutation for 
- my Valedition,, and make that the 
Concluſion of my Preaching , which 
he made the Beginning ot his-Writing, 
and therefore I have made a double Plea tor it. L 
fird that this was. a form of Bleſſing peculiar to this 
Apoſtle both in : he beg 1nning and end of chis Epiſtles 

- for as there is ſcarcely ore Epift'e bur begins with it, 
ſo many end with it likewite: as in Eph, 6. wer. wlt. 
The grace «f onr Lord Feſus Chriſt be with your ſpirit. 
So inthe 2%0t the Th: fſolentens, the laſt verie of 1he 
laR Ch: prer, The gr-ce of our Lord Chrift be with you 
all: So that I finding the Apolile to ule it frequently 


at 


(2) 

at the beginning and ending of his Writing, I thought 
as I made it the matter of my prayer for youin the 
beginning, ſo I might make it my farewell co you in 
the ending ; and therefore Grace be into you and Peace 
from Godour Father, and from our Lord Feſus Chrift, 

Beſides this, as Jaceb ſaid to his Benjamin Concere 
ning his veniſon, when his Father asked him, How he 
found it ſo quickly ? he Aniwered, becauſe the Lord thy 


God brought it to me: The ſame I may ſay of this. 


Scripture, for Conſidering of what ſubje&I ſhould 
ſpeak in my laft Labours here among you, this Scip- 
ture came fo my thoughts, and opening the Booke, 
came immediately to my fight; and therefore I may 
fay God brought it to me : Which I no ſooner looked 
ppon, but methinks I ſaw the Apoſtle on Mount 


Geriſim, and his mouth filled with bleſſing , for what 
greater bleſſing can a man wiſh, then that which 


comprehends all bleſſings , and that is, Grace, and 


Peace, Bcing therefore now to part, I thoughtro go 


ro the top of the Mount, and leave with you Grace, 
and Peace from God our Father, and from our Lord Je- 
ſus Chriſt, In which words there are two gencralls: 
I. A double Blefſing defired, 
_ 2. Adouble Spring diſcovered. 
I, A double Bleſling defired : and that is, Grace 


and Peace. Grace is of all Bleſſings the richeſt, *-. 
Peace is of all Comforts the ſweeteſt : both theſe a: | 


the Apoſile beggs for the Corinthians, and fo do for 

Ton, Beloved, Grace be unto you , and Peace from God 
our Father, and from owr Lord Jeſus Chriſt. © " 

2, Here is a doable fountain diſcovered : andthat 

is the Father and the Son, God and*Chriſt, iThe FEa- 
ther is Called the Godof Grace: the Son is called + 

Prince 
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Prince of Peace, not that Grace is from the Father 
without Peace, nor Peace from the Son without 
Grace, but both Grace and Peace are from God the 
Father through the Lord Chrift, 


" The Order of the words is worth noting, Grace 
be to you and Peace : Firſt Grace, then Peace, for there 


 canbeno Peace without Grace, nor Grace but there 


will be Peace, but there can be no true Peace but 
from God, nor from God bur as he is a Father, not 
from God as a Father, but as our Father, and he can- 
not be ſaid to be our Pather, but through our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt ; and therefore he ſaith, Grace be unto 
you, and Peace from God our Father through our Lord 
Feſws Chriſt : both are manifeſt as a Golden Chain 
linked together, not Grace without Peace, nor Peace 
without Grace, but both conjoyned together, to 
cram the Believers Soul with Grace and Peace. Now 
from the Order of the words we might raiſe ſeverall 
Obſervations, 
I. That Peace is the fruit of Grace. 
2- That Grace and Peace are both from God. 
3. That Love which is the ſpring of Grace and 

Peace, is from God as a Father. 

4. That we ſhare not in this Love, but only as he 
is our Father : All is from propricty, 
Firſt, Our Father, then Grace and Peace from God 
our Father. 

5- That God 1s our Father only through Chriſt. 
But before we draw any thing from the Text by 
way of Obſervation, we will ſpeak to the termes by 
way of Explication. Grace be to you > What is here 
meant by Grace? This is a ſweet word, it perfumes 
the Breath; it cheriſhes ts Conſcience, it warms the 
; Heart, 


'f4) | 


Heart, it raviſhes the Soul, as the Spouſe was ravifh- 
ed with the rayes of Chriſts glory, ſo Chriſt reviyes 
the Soul with one of his gracious rayes diſcoyered to 
the Heart; Grace is the life of the Soul, thou art 
dead till Grace quickens thee. thou art loſt till Grace 
finds thee, undone till Grace ſaves thee, Grace is 
the M4zz4 of Angels, the ſpiritual Bread which thoſe 
that are holy in being are nouriſhed with, and ſubſiſt 
by ; Angels live on Grace, and ſtand by Grace, 
Man that ſhares in the Grace of God, is made fellow 
Communiors with Angels, eats Angels food, and 
ſhare in Angels bleſſings ; Grace is the ſubſtance of 
the Scripture, the end of the Lxw, the fulneſſe of the 
Goſpel, Gregory calls it, the Heart and Soul of God; 
T am'ſure Grace is the Heart and Soul ofthe Word ; 
its a little word, but it comprehends all good ; here 
is more then Homers 1lads in a Nut-ſhell, its the 
Epi'ome of all the good in Heaven and Earth, name 
any word that fignifies goodto the Soul here or here- 
aſter, bot if itis ſound in the Index in this little word 
Grace ; Grace comprehends Gods love to us, and 
our love to God ; and as Gods loveto us is the ſum 
of all Mercy, To our love to God is the ſum of all 
Duty ; Grace istbe new birth of the Soul, whereby 
it takes up another Nature, a new Nature, a ſpiritual 
God-like Nature; as Chriſt was born, and thereby: 
rook on him the Nature of man, and was made fleſh, 
ſo man is' born by Grace, and thereby takes upon 
him the Nature of God, and is made Spirit ; and 
here you have at once the great myſtery of Grace in 
the loweſt debacement of a Saviour, and the higheſt 
adyancement of a Sinner ; for the Lord Chriſt could 
not be more debaced then to be born, it was — 
| 0 
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(5) | 
fo great an abacement for Chriſt to dye, as for him - 
to be born, for being once made man, it is no won- 
der for to dye, but being the great God, its a wonder 
thatcver he ſhould be made man. Lo here is the de- 
bacement of Chriſt : Yet it he had been born to a 
Crown, to Honour, it had been ſomething, but he 
was born to ſhame, to ſorrow and death, but man by 
Grace'is born to a Crown, to a Kingdom, he has a 
title to all the glory and bleſſednefle of Heaven, from 
the firſt moment of his new birth : So'cisin the + 
Text, Grace be unto you, and Peace. 
Peace in Scripture, isa very comprehenſive terms 
it carries in it all happinefſe . It was the common 
erceting of the Fews, Peace be unto you ; Thus David 
by his Proxy ſalutes Nabal, Peace be to thee and thy 
houſe, and the Apoſtle here alludes to this form of 
ſalutation, that he might mix new Teſtament mercy, 
to old Teſtament manners; he far(t tiles grace before 
peace; as Facob did with bis Veniſon, he made it a ſa» 
voury meat, ſucl1 as 1ſaack loved, Peace is the glory 
of Heaven, in the Boſome of God, and brought. into 
the world in the Aims of Angells; The firſt peace 
you read of inthe Go{pel, was peace by ihe admini- 
ſration of Angels. Luke 2. 13, 14. And ſuddainly 
there was with the Angells, a multitude of Heavenly 
hoſt, praiſing and ſaying, Glory to God in the higheſt, and 
00 Earth peace, ge0d will towards men. And when our 
Lord Civiſt firft ſent out his Diſciples, this was the 
DoErine that he bid them-preach, Math. 10. 12, 13. 
When you come into a heuſe, ſalute it, and if it be worthy, 
lt grace, peacecome «pon it, Mark here by the way, our 
Lord:Jeſus Chrift is no enemy to good manners, He 
'would not have Chriitians tobe Clowns : which is 
; che 


(6) 
the uſe of ſome among us, who would havetheir Re: 
ligion quarrel with good manners : No, but /» whats 
ſoever” City or Town you enter, ſalute it, and let grace, 
peare come upon # : that is, wiſh peace to them, ſay- 
ing, the peace of God be wpon this place, upon the head; 
end hearts of allin it : Sothat Peace is both a Goſpel-. 
ſalutation when Miniſters and peop'e meet , and it's. 
alſo a Goſpel-yalediion when the Miniſter and the 
people parts. Sodid the Apoſtle, and ſo do I now, 
Grace be with you and peace. 
I obſerve in Matth. 10. 13, 14. our Lord bids his 
Diſciples whenthey enter intoa houſe, 7f the houſe be | 
worthy, to let their peace come upon it, but if they ve nat 
worthy, let grace, peacereturnioyon. In ſteadoflea- 
ving peace with them, to [hake off the du(f of their feet 
againſt thtm : that is, to ſhew that God will ſhake 
them off as duſt, and tcread them under feet as fuell, 
My Brethren, your diligent attendance onthe Word 
at this place, bath comfortably prevented the part 
of my charge, to ſhake off the duit ef my feet , for, how 
beautifull have the feet ot a poor worm been to you, 
being ſhod with the preparation of the Goſpel of 
Chriſt? And therefore ſecing our Lord Chriſt ſaith, 
if they be worthy of their peace abide withthem, on this . 
*accompt I wiſh to you Grace and peace _ God our 
Father. and from our Lord Jeſus Chriit, But what is 
this peace 2 It's the beauty of Union, the harmony 
of the Creation, the plcaſure of Lite, the faſt ofa 
good Conſcience, its that which makes Life ſweet, 
and Death cafic : Peace {weetens all'our poſſeſſions, 
and ail our afMiRions z without this, tke fullneſſe-ot 
the World is a burden ; with this, poverty and expp- . 
tinc(le-is a pleaſant compgnion ; without chis, our 
"Mp bread 
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| bread is gravelled with ſowreneſſe, and our watcr 


mingled with bitterneſſe 5 with this, green herbs be- 
come a Feaſt, and our Water is turned into Wine : 


- -Peace, its the moſt beautifull Creature in the world, 


and therefore its beloved of all, courted of all, ma- 
ny ſcek her, but few there be that enjoy her, they do 


-not gothe right way to find her : for, i» the wayes of 
 righteouſneſſe # peace, Peace® is the ſeminary of all 


bleſſings Temporal, as (: race is of all bleſſings Spi- 
titual : in Grace you have imployed all helineſle, in 
Peace all happineſle; in grace all inward, in peace all 
outward bleſſings : grace and peace are the Alpha 
and Omega of all Bleſſings, as God is of all Beings , 
no bleſſing comes before Grace, and no bleſling laſts 


- longer : Then ſee in this phraſe of ſpeech the Apo - 


file wiſhes upon them, as I do upon you, all the 
bleffings both of Time and Ecernity, and yet he wiſh- 
ed no moretothem then God promiſed to give them, 
1 Tim. 4.8. For godlineſſe bath the promiſe of this life, 
ad that which is to come, Grace be unto you and peace, 
&c, not one witheutthe other : though a man may 
have grace without peace, as inatime of diſcrtion or 


. temptation, and a man may have peace without 


grace,as ina ſecure and unregenerate conditiony grace 
withotit peace is often foundin a troubled conſcience, 


- and peace without grace is often found in a ſeared 


conſcience : as grace without peace is very uncom - 
fortable, ſo peace without graceis very unprofitable: 
like Rachel, beautifnll, but barren; therefore the A- 
poſtle defires ye ſhould have both grace and prace : 
and we ſay, the Sun and Salt are the moſt uſctull 


'Creatutes in the world ; the one for ſhining, the other 


for ſeaſoning. ( My Brethren) Grace and Peace are 
B 2 the 
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the Chriſtians Sun and Salt, Grace is the light of 
their ſouls, and Peace is the favour of their comforts, 
Grace ſhines throvgh all their faculties, and Peace 
ſeaſons all their mercics. The bleſſings of God ares 
become as twins, 4S Chriſt ſaid of the Spouſe, Cans. 
4. 2. She # like 4 flock of ſheep that are even ſhorn, wich 
care up from the waſhing, whereof every one bear twins, 
and none ts barren among thew: Grace and peace here 

are knit together by the Spiric of God ina facred 
knot not to be untied : As Caffer and Pollax when 
ſecn rogether portend happ neſle to the Mariner: ſo 
when grace and peace arc iound 1n a Soul rogether, 
they portend the higheſt ſecurity and bleſſing to the 
Believer -- they are ſatd in Scripture to be bound to- 
2ethcr; where God gives the one , he never denyes 
the other. lf he gives you the Upper Spring of grace, 

hewillgive you the Other Spring of peace, for they 

go bothtogether, If he gives you the dew of heaven, 
you need not queſtion the fatreſſe ofthe earth. ' If his 
right hand be full of mercy, his left hand ſhall not be 
empty: Therefore Grace and Peaic be with you from Gad 
the Father, and from our Lord Feſus Chriſs. 

Grace has a doubſe ſcale, citizxcr tor the grace of 
God to ns, that juſtifies us, or the grace of God in us, 
that ſacGtifies us : Now there is adiſtant peace flow- 
ing from cach of theſe, but {ti]] its grace and peace, 

Firſt, juſtifying grace has a peace atcending that, 
Rom. 5.1. Being juitified by faith, we have peace with 
God, So far as we have confidence in juſtifying 
prace, there remains no conlicience of condemning 
fin; : As therecan beno bitterer War, then between 
conſcience and:the cure, ſo. there can be no.ſweeter 
peace, then when mercy and peace meet agrrbgh 

and 
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and when conſcience and peace kifleth each other : 
The former is the taſt of Heaven , the latter is the per- 
ambulation of Heaven, both whichthe Belicver ſhires 
tn upon his Juſtification by Faith. If Chriſt had peace 
who was made our fin, needs muſt the Believer have 
peace, who 1s made the rightcouſneſle of God in 
him. 
Secondly, SanRifying grace has a peace attending 
- lt, and this peace differs trom the former, as the r00t 
from the frut, The peace of Juſtification isa radical 
peace, the root of peace ; but the peace of SanQifi- 
cation is the bud, the bloſſom of the tr-e: the former 
owes from the bloud of Chr ſp:jckled on the 
Conſcience; the Jatter from che contoimity that 15 
between the Word an: the will, b:rween rhe com- 
mands and the Conſciznce, As many 4s walk accor- 
aing tothe rule, grace be unto them and peace,Gal.6.16. 
So that peace 1s the fruit of Sincifyins grace, Now 
as the bloud. of the Paſcal Limb {which was a token 
of peace) was not to be ſtruck on the poſts of the Z- _ 
gyptians,bþut upon the poſts of the /ſra:btes,lo neither | 
15 the bloud of ſprinkling, which brines perteG peice, 
to be ſtruck on the poſts of the carnal finner , buton 
the poſt of the true Believer, an 1ſraelire indeed in 
whotn there is no guile; no grace. no pe2ce ,"thar is 
Gods Law, How can a finner have peace 1n a {tire 
of fin, when God and Conſfcier.ce, when Word a1 
Conſcience, when Law and Conſcience, and all 
the Attributes of God are againſt the ſinner ? No peace 
ſaith my God, tothe wicked. Pray mark that Chaz t r, 
it begins with the peace, and ends in no peace. In 
ver. 2, its ard, He ſball egycey into peace, that is , the 
righteous: ' In the laſt verſe, There 7s no peace _ 
Wicktdk, 
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wicked, Its the ftate of grace that's the only hate of 
peace, And thus 1 paſſe from the double grace defi- 
red, grace and peace, to the double Fountain diſco. 
vered, God our Father; and our Lord Jeſus Chrift. 

But here's a Queſtion to be anſwered : 1f Grace 
and Peace be from God the Father, then how is it ſaid to 
be from Chriſt 8 and if from Chriſt, how then from God 
the Father ? 

Anſwer. Its a known rule t'at the tranſient, exter- 
nal works of Go4 are Attributcd to all the 3. Perſons 
inthe T7#nity, the ſame works thit are Attributed to 
the Father, arc alſo attributed ro the So; and the ſame 
works attributed ro ths Sex, is aicribed alſoto the 
Father, ſo grace an! peace are here aſcribed both to 
God the F ather, and to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that is, 
they are both from mercy, and from merit. 

From mercy on Geds part to us, from metits on 
Chriſts part for us ; they arc from God the Father, be- 


cauſe he wilis them ro us, from God the Son, becauſe 
he works them inus; they are from GedJto Chr/ft, 


from Chri# to 1s ; they are from God the Father ori-: 
ginally, and from Chriſt derivatively, and to us aCtu- 
allyz Godthe Father is the fountain of all grace and 


peace, Chriſt as Mediator is the Conduit of all grace 


and peace, Mas in Union to Chriſt, is the Ciſtern 
into which theſe ſtreams of grace and peace runs;God 
wills grace an1 peace to us, and Chrift works them in 
us; God gives grace and peace to be applicd to the 


- Creature, this is from the love of the Father, but the 


Application of this peace to the Soul, is from the me- 
ri of Chriſt the Redeemer ; Thus you ſce there's a 


_ double ſpring of this double bleſſing, Time will not 


{ſerve me further : the only Obſervation is, 


That 
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Thar all the grace and peace which b<lievers ſhare 
ih, is derived from God the Father, through our Lord 
Jeſus Chrift: theſe three things opened, will clear 
rhis: Firſt, that grace and peace are the Believers pri- 
viledge : Secondly.,that the fountain of this grace and 
peace is from God the Father : Thirdly, that it is not 
oiven out from God the Father, but through Chriſt. 

Firft, that grace and peace are the Saints privi- 
ledge; If grace is, then peace is ; But grace is the pri- 
viledge of every Believer, and that whether you look 
upon it as taken from the Love and Favour of God 
tous : This is the Believers priviledge, God can as 
well forget Chriſt at his righrhang, as ceaſe his love 
and iavour tothe Soul of a Believer ; The Belicyers 
title to all their bleſſings, ariſes out of this never-fail- 
ing Love of God : Or if you take grace forthe fruic 
of Gods love to the foul, till it falls to the Believers 
priviledge ; Vocation, Juſtification, Adoption, pru- 
dence of Sin, purging from Sins, ſtrength againſt Sin, 
Holyneſle, Love, Faith, Obedience, Perſeverence, 
all theſe arethe priviledges of every Believer, nay a 
man cannot be a Bcliever without any one of them, 
they are as cſſentiall ro the being of a Chriſtian, as 
reaſon to the being of a man. | 

Secondly, as grace, ſo peace is the Be'ievers privi- 
ledge; There is peace External, pezce Supernal, 
peace Internal, and peace Eternal - There is 
peace External,this is peace with men; there is peace 
Supernal, that is peace with God ; there is peace In- 
ternal,that is peace with Conſcience : All theſe three 
are to be had upon Earth, and then there's peace E- 
ternal, and that is only to be had in Heaven. The 
Apoſtle here doth not exclude the former, but chict- 


ly 
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ly intends the latter : peace with man is a geod thing 
to be deſired, but peace with God, and Conſcience, 
is much moreto be deſired. -Peace with God is the 
ſoring-of all things both within and without, both be- 
low and above, both intime and eternity: ſo ſayes 
Fob, If he gives peace, who then can make trouble? Now 
this peace is the Saints privilege. le is a Legacy left 
o every Believer by the laſt Will and Teſtament of 
a dying Redeemer. Will you lee a copy of his WYl, 
then look in Fon 14. 27, Peace I leave with you, my | 
peace I give unto-you : not as the world giveth give 1 
unto you. There is it ſeems 2 peace inthe worlds 
power to give, and there's a peace of'Chriſt's be- 
ftowing, Now Chriſt would haye us here not to 
miſtake the world's peace for his, for the difference 
is very great; for fiſt, the worlds peace 13 a falſe 
peace, it is a counterfeit coyn, it han't the currant 
tamp of Heaven on it; but the peace that Chrift 
ives to a Bclieyer, is true peace, and pert-& peace g 
Thou wilt keep in perfe# peace whoſe minat is ſtajed on 
thee, | 
Seconely, the Worlds peace is an outward peace. 
It is, but skin dep, it wers the mouth, It cannot waſh 
the heart : Prov. 14 13. '1n langhter the heart is ſor- 
rowfell. aud the end ef the mirth 1s heavineſſe. The 
worlis peace is but the ſhell of peace, their Conſci. 
erice !oxv:rs when their Conſcience lavgis ; Bur the 
pace that Chriſti gives is an inward and ſpiritual 
peace, Pſal. 4.7. Tru haſt put g/adneſſe in my heart, 
more tha mm the timetbat #beir corn and their wine in- 
creaſed ; | Thau haſt put gladneſſe in my heart, Peace is 
that gladnefſe, other pence ſmothes the brow , but 
Lis flils rag breaſt : as the Sinfer has trouble within, 
in 


= 
7 
- , 2 
» . ©. af " 
. - > 
| XUM | 


(13) 
in the midft of all his Peace without, ſo a Believer 
has Peace within, in the midſt of all his troubles 
without : 1» the world you [hall have troable, but in me 
you ſhall have Peace. S 

Thirdly. the Worlds peace has only a neather 
Spring ariſing out of the Creature, out of worldly 
comforts. therefore it muſt needs be unclean, for az 
unclean Fountain cannot bring forth clean water : But 
the peace of Chriſtians has anupper'Spring, ic lows 
from the manifeſtation of the love of God in Chriſt, 
its from the ſprinkling of Chriſts Blood on the Con- 
ſcience, it lows upon the workings of Chriſts Spi- 
rit upon the Soul, which is firſt a Councellor, then a 
Comforter : Oh how 'pure muſt this peace be_jn a 
Believers Soul, rhat lows from fo pure a Spring ? 

Fourthly, the Worlds peace is a peace piven to 
Sinners, itis a peace in fin, and its a peace with fin, as 
the Prophet 1ſazah tells us, ts a Covenant with Hell, 
and an Agreement with Death, ( God deliverus from 
 thatpeace. ) Again, Chriſts peace is given to none 
but Believers, i: their priviledge only, a Stranger 
dont intermeddle with this Joy, Prov. 14. 10, The 
heart knoweth his own bitterneſſe, but a Stranger deth not 
intermeddle with thus Foy. | 
| Fifthly, che Worlds peace is a fading, dying, tran- 
fitory thing, it withers in the Sand, The riumphing 
of the Wicked s but ſhort, and the Joy ofthe Hypocrite_s 
but for a moment, Fob 10.5. Solomon docs elegantly 
liken it to the crackl;ng of Thornes unter 4 Pot, which 
1s*but a blaze and is gone, Ecceſ. 5.6. So'isthe Sin- 
ners peace, it is for a Spurt, ai1d 's ſoon gone, but the 
peace that Chriſt gives to Believers, is a durable and 
abiding peace : Your Joy no man ſhall take from 
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you, it-appears in Life, in Death, and after Death - 
Firſt, its our peace in Life, grace brings forth preſenc 
peace, Its faid of the Primitive Chriſtians, They 
walked in the Fear of the Lord, and in the Comforts of 
the Holy Ghoſt, As g. 31. Its aremarkable expreſſi- 
on, Pſalm. 19. 11. In keeping thy commands there's 
great reward, He dont ſay, tor keeping them, which 
reſpeRs the end ofthe Work, but in keeping of them 
which look at the Work it ſelf; ( My Brethren ) 
Every duty done in fincerity, refle&s a peace in con- 
{cience, as cvery flower carries its own ſwcetn-fle ; 
lis poſſible, I granta Believer may not allwayes find 
and feel this peace, few do, ſome feldome find ir, 
few find it ſo alwayes ; the remains of corruption 
breaking forth to interrupt, or temptations to hinder : 
And Gods diſcrtion m2y darfen and hide it, and a 
Believer may.ſcem to be totally loſt, yet in this con- 
dition, which 15 the worſt a Child of God can be in, 
he hath a double peace, Firſt, a peace in the promi- 
ſes in this very Condition, and what you have in 
Bonds and Bills, you account as good as money in 
your Pockets. Secondly, he has it in the ſeed, Light 
is ſown for the righteous, and gladueſſe for the upright in 
hears, Pal. 97. 11. Grace is the feed of Peace, which 
Chriſt has ſoon 1n the furrows of the Soul, and there- 
fore peace ſhall Spring out of the furrows of the Soul; 
indeed this ſeed ſprings up ſooner in ſore, then in o- 
thers, yet every Saint ſhall have a reaping time ſoo0g- 
cr or later, Pal. 126.6; Pe that goeth forth and weeps 
eth, bearing preciows ſeed, ſhall doubtleſſe come again © 
with rtjpjcing, bringing bis ſheaves with him: It he 
Rayes long for the fruit, he,ſhall have a greater crop 
at laſt, if he reaps not now; he ſhall be ſure to reap 
T hereafter; 
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hereaffer s Pal. 39. 37. Mark the perfet? man, "and 
behold the upright, for the end of that man u peace. Se- 
condly, by this peace ,which is the peace of a Child 
of God, its a peace at Deathz Grace will miniſter 
to us then, and that miniſtration ſhall be in peace : 
The Sinners peace leaves him when he comes to the 
Grave; though in Life it filis him, yet in Death it 
leaves him. A Bclicyer has a two fold ſpring of 
Peace, the firſt is from above him, the other is from 
within him : That ſpring that runs with peace above 
him, is from the bioud of Chriſt, ſprinkled on his 
Conſcience ; The other that js from within him, is 
from the ſincerity of his heart, in the wayes of obe- 
dience, My Brethiren, when we lye on our Death 
beds, and can reflsR on our ſincerity in all Gods 
wayes, this will be peace atlait, ſo it was in Hezektab, 
Iſaiah 38. 3. Remember now, O Lord, I beſeech thee, 
how I bave walked before thee in truth, and with a per- 
je? heart, and have done that which was good in thy 
fieht. There's nothing makes a Death bed ſo hard, 
and ſouncafie, as a life ſpent in the fervice of fin and 
luſt, and nothing makes a Death bed ſo pleaſant, as 
a life ſpent in the {ervice of Chriſt, Grace will bring 
forth Peace, if not in this life, yet; Thirdly,it will 
to beſure after Death; it Time brings not this fruit 
to ripeneſfle, yet Eternity ſhall ; Grace in Time, will 
be Glory in Eternity ; Holincfſe now, will be Hap- 
pineſs then 5 whatever it is a man ſows inthis world, 
that he reaps in the next world ; Be not deceived, God 
# not mocked , for whatſoever a man ſoweth, that ſhall he 
alſs reape : He that ſoweth to the fleſh, ſhail of the fleſh 
reape corruption ; but hethat ſoweth tothe Spirit, ſhall of 
the Spirit reape life everlaſting, Gal, 6.7, 8. When 
Ca 
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$i, ſhall end in ſorrow and miſery, Grace ſhall end in 
peace, in joy, inglory z well done 1h3u good and faith- 
full Servant, enter into the joy of thy Maſter, Mat. 25.21, 
Whoever ſhares in the grace of Chriſt in this world, 
ſhall be ſire to ſhare with the joy of Chriſt in the 
next world, and that joy 1s joy unſpeakable, and ful! 
of glory. 1 will wyade up all in a threefol1 Applicas 
tion, by way of Exhortation to three ſorts of perſons, 
Firſt, To ſuch as have this Grace and Peace, 
Secondly, To ſuch as bave this Grace and no 


Peace. 
Thirdly, To kicih as have nettner Grace nor 
Peace. | 


Firſt, Toſuch as have both Grace and Peace, Ile 
ſpeak to them in two or three things. EF. it, Afraire 
thankfully the Father and the Son, the F.:h:rs 
Grace, and the Sons Love, for both nad a hind in 
this, therefore blefſe both the Father for williog it 
to us, and the Son for working it inus - Grace and 
Peace are the fruits of Gods Eternal El-&ion, for this - 
bleſſing the Father gives but the Application of it, 
to ns is tae fruit of Chriſts Redemption and Inter- 
ceffion: How can youthiak of H:=1] and damnation, 
and ſee your ſelf freed from ir 9 And how can you 
think of the orcadfull fury and vengeance of God, 
your felt not underit * How can you look on your 
{tate changed, your hearts renued, grace ratifi:d and 
reconciled, and your Conſcience quicetted £ How 
can you think of theſe things, but muſt admire the 
lov: of the Father in giving this to you, and the loye 
ct the Son in purchaſing this for you £ Allthe grace 
and metcy that fs given to us, is by Chriſt purchaſed 


for us : Grace and Peace are the fruits of the re- - 
cceming | 
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dceming bloed of Chriſt purchaſed. 

Secondly, Do not envy the conditions or poſſefſi- 
ons of the men of the world ; they have Riches and 
Honours, Profits and Pleaſures, but they neither 
have Grace nor Peace, therefore do not envy their 
happineſſe. There is a ſtory of a Romane that was 
condeinned by the Court Martial to dye for break» 
ing his rank to ſtcal a bunch a grapes; and as he was 
going to his Exccution, his fellow Souldicrs laughed 
at him, and others envyed_at him, that he ſhould 
have grapes and they none : Now, { ſayes he} do 
not envy me for my bunch of grapes, for you would 
be loath to have them at the rare 1 muſt pay for 
them. ( My Brethren) Youthat arc the Chilren of 
grace ani peace, dont envy at the men ofthe world, 
at their Riches, their Comforts, thzir Pleaſures, for I 
am ture you would be loath to have them at the price 
they pay for them, forthe end of tlieſe things are 
Death, 

Thirdly, Don't complain of the worſt condition 
that the providence of God ſhall caſt you into; in 
this world ic may be you ſhall ſuffer hard things, bur 
remember, ſolong as thy foul is fecure, never com- 
plain of hard things. {( My Brethren) As Goa your 
Father brought you into a ſtate of grace and peace, 
and thereby ſecured his love to your {ouls in Chriſt, 
can you complain of hard things 2 So ]:t tne joy of 
the Lord be your ſtrength; Regoyce iz the Lord al- 
wayes, and again 7 ſay rejoyce, FAN. 4. 4. 

The ſecond Ule is to ſuch as have netther G:ace 
nor Peace: May I not ſay, I ſpcak to many fuch © 
I would I might not; Are not there many that are 
without Grace, and therefore mult needs be with- 
Cu! 
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out Peace? They may have the worlds Peace, but 
they have none of this Peace; let me beg of you to 
get out of this gracclefle conditien; if you love 
your Souls don't live one day, nor one hour, nor one 
moment longer in a graceleſſe ſtate, Ohthat you 
would belicve the words of a dying man, for fo I am 
to you, and ſuch words uſe to be remembred. Oh 
remember this as a teſtimony I leave with you, that 
the love of Six, and lack of Grace will run and de- 
ſtroy every Soul at laſt - But you will ſay, How ſhall 
1 get a ſhare in this Grace and Peace ? 

. T Anſwer, Firſt, Break off all your falſe peace, you 
can never haye true peace with God, when we con- 
rent our ſelves with talſe peace ; you will never ſeck 

chat peace which Chriſt has purehaſed for you, while 
you content your {cly-s with that curſed peace which 
the Old Man has wrought in you : Oh therefore 
break off all falſe peace, which is not the fruit of 
grace. 

Secondly, Labour to {ze and be convinced of the 
miſerable, and of the naked condition your Souls be 
in for want of the rightcouſneſſe of Chriſt for a co- 
vering, without this Soul thou art nuſerable, wretch- 
ed, poor and naked ; be convirc:d allo what a mi- 
ſerable thing it is to have God our Enemy; God is the 
Sinners Enemy , its a featfull thing to fall into the 
hands of the iiying God : Oh be convinced of thy 
nakeen:fle, without Chriſts righteouſneſle, and thy 
emptineſſe without his fullnefle. 

Thirdly, Labour to go out of your ſelyes to Chriſt, 
for grace and peace , ſurely in the Lord ſhall one ſay, 

I have righteouſneſſe and ſtrength, I there its to be___ 
found. Labour for a tbirſty frame of Soul, for the 
| promiſcs 
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promiſes run farr to luch , that he will fil rhe hungry 
with goodvthimwgs. Goto Chriſt ſou), begg, pray, ne- 
ver leavs God till he hath given thee an intereſt in 
Chriſt, for none can come to me except the fither draw 
him; there is no pardon for the lcaſt finou: of Chritt, 
but there is a pardon for the greateſt i2 in Chrilt,one 
fin will damn the ſoul out of Chriſt, but no fin can ture 
the foul in Chriſt, Ohgoto Chriſt ſoul, never givo 
reſt to thy eyes, nor ſlumber :o thy lidds, till chou 
haft made peace with God inthe bloud of Chiift,one 
ſting of the fiery Serpent was mortal, without look- 
ing up9A the brazen Serpent. So one (in will damn a 
ſoul out of Chriſt, but no (in can damn a ſoul in 
Ckriſt. 

Thirdly, To ſach as have grace, but n5 ſenſe of 
peace, this is the counſel I would lezve with all ſuch, 
Bc much in the exerciſe of prace,frame much, believe 
much, uſe grace much,for the exeicile and improving 


- of grace will produce peace ; There arc ren duties 


which are to be the ſphere of grace in aRivity. and in 
performing ofthem, we ſhall have peace ; Firſt, make 
Religion your buſincfſe, the main deſign of your 
lives, be Chriſtians to purpoſe, be not only Chriſti- 
ans by the bye, but let your converſations be as becometh 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, Phil, 1.27. 

- Secondly, Pur forth renewed Acts of Faith on 
Chriſt every day, and remember its as much your 
duty to believe in Chriſt to day, asif you had neycr 
believed before. Oh live by Faith every day, and 
this will bring peace to you. 

Thirdly ; Maintain a conſtant communion wi:h 
God daily, this communion with God is mans chicf 
good; the happineſle of a Child is ih communion 

vwih 


he 


- CO » 
47 Y "Cy — 
—__ % > "at fe ds _ FI" > Ae. - Ot a; 4-9 4 Ate. oc we 4 
—1%>.-— > - ive ——_ X heed oa cg 
T . : ' , . 


_—_— _ 
ow 47%} 000. anc ates, Cade. as 
o_ j-* TITS fe 
4 : : 

- 


(20) 
with his Father, and the happineſſe ofa Wife isin 
communion with her Husband, and this is the hap- 
pincſſe of a Believers ſoul, communion with God the-. 
Father , through Chriſt our Head and Husband : 
The fecd of peace, its true, it is ſown inthe Soul in 
Union, bur then ir takes raot downward, and brings - 
forth fruir upward - Spiritual peace will never be 
obtaiacd, if communion with God be not maintatn- 
ed, that giv:s comfort in the midſt of all ſorrows, 
and farisfirs a'} doubts, and recompences all wants. 
Lo this 15 the f; utt of communion with God. 

Fourthly, Be good at all times, but of all be beſt in 
bad times ; many Chriftians loſe their peace, by re- 
mitting of rheir gr-c2,and let looſe their reines of Re. 
2i0N, to avoid the cenſures of a crocked generation, 
A Chritians >-al ſhould be like the Winter fire, 
that burns the hotteſt when the Aire is cooleſt ; or 
like the Lily, chat looketh beautifull though among 
Thorns, ſo ſhould a Child of God though among 
Sinners. 

Fiſthly, In all conditions, chuſe Suffering rather 
then Sinning , It ever you would haye Peace, chole 
Suffering rather then Sinning ; he that values Peace 
with God, or Peace with Conſcience, he muft make 
this his choyce: thus Daxzel rather choſed to be 
caſt to Liorcs, then toloe the Peace of his Conſci- 
ence « the three {hildren choſe rather to burn in 
th? Furnace, then to bow tothe Image : One ſaid, 
He nould rather go to Hell free from ſin, then1o live in 
Fearinw't h enilt on his Conſcience. ( My Brethren ) 
let me a littic iniarge, becaule ſuffering may overtake 
vs, for Pertecution is the genius of the Goſpel, there- 
fore let me lcave four ſhort Rules with you concern 
ing ſufferings, ES.” See 
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See that your Cauſe be good, your Call be clear 
your Spirit meck, and your End right, Suffering can- 
not bting out peace wirhout either of them, bur with 
them all our ſufferings ſhall be peace. | 
Firſt, Let your cauſe be good, its a@t the bloud, 
but tke Cauſe that makes a Martyr ; irs not for every. 
cauſea Chriſtian ſhould engage to ſuffer : every cauſe 
will no more bear ſuffering, then every little ſtrearn 
will bear a ſhip nor will Chriſt let go (weetneſſe to 
every ſuſfering, 1 Pet. 4. 15. Let wore of you ſuffer us 
a Murderer, or as a Thief, or as an Evil docr, or as a bu: 
ſie bedy in over mens matters, To ſuffer this is ncither 
Chriſtian-like, nor,comfortable. Some ſuffer rather 
as Malefattors, then as Chriſts Martvrs, © , 
Secondly, Let your call be clear, its not amiſſe 
to have a good cauſe without a call: Some may ſuffer 
for the caule of God, and yet fin inſuffering, for want 
_ of a call. Chrift calis not all to fuffer: ro ſome it is 
given, to others iris nor, If thy ca'l be clear, thy peac* 
wi'l be ſweet, t1ongh thy ſofferings be never ſo great. 
But you will ſay, How ſhall I know when 1 am called 
to ſuffer ? | E. | 
1 Aniwer Firſt, when Truth ſuffers by our filence, 
then are we called to ſuffer, "m0 
Secondly, when our lives will be thedenyal 'of 
Chrift;then are we called to deny aur lives for Chrift. 
Thirdly, when fin and {uffcring ſurrounds us that we 
; cannot get out, but we millt cither run through fin or 
ſufferings,'then I may ſafely conclude that Chriſt cal» 
leth me to ſuffer, and inthis cauſe we may expeRt the 
'peace and {weetneſs of his prelence, ' a7 
Thirdly, the third DireRtion for ſuffering is this : 
our Spirit mu be meck, ſo was Chriſt, he went' as 
Lamb to the ſlaughter, = Es 
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Irs poſſible a manimay be right in his cauſe, and yet 
fiafull in his cacriage ; and if ſo, no wonder if Chriſt 
be not ſweertto ns, To be fierce, and raging , and re- 
viling in ſuffering, its not becomming humanity, and 
therefore much lcſs like Chriſtiani y. A Chriſttan 
ſhould be like Chrift, Adts5. 41. 4nd they departed 
from the ;reſence of the Council , rejoycing that they were 
connted wirthy to ſaffer ſhame for b;s name. It becomes” 
thoſethat are found in the Spirit, to give bleſſing for 
curſing the more of Chritts ſpirit is in us in our ſuf- 
ferings, the more comfort and joy we ſhall receive 
from our {ufferings, EO | 
' Fourthly, Sce that yourend in ſuffering be right, 
if it be ſelf, or fingular, or ſchiſm, then Chriſt cannor 
be ſwcet to thee, Some have died that their ends 
live. Socrates dicd inthe defence of the truth, and to 
prove that there is but one God, b:it whether he di- 
ed for honour, applauſe, or for Gods ſake, Ithick it 
is no hard'thing to determin. Bur letchy cauſe be 
g00d, thy Call clear, tay Spirie meek, and thy end 
right, and then you ſhall have peaccin all your fuff-- 
rings,thatis the 5th thing. Chooſe ſuf:ring rather 
then ſinning. _ | 
. Sixthly, If you would have peace, be much in 
ſtudying of the Scriptures : for as God is the God of 
peace, 8nd Chriſt1s the Prince of peace, ſo the Goi- 
pcl is the Go'pel of peace, which God hath given thee 
co lead thee into the wayes of perce, Great peace have 
they that lowe thy lawes. ; 

Scventhly, Take heed of Apoſtacy, either in do- 
Qrin.orprinciples.* Thougha belcever is freed from 
Apoſtacy inthe ſtate of grace, yet heis not freed from. 
ApoRacy 10 the degrees of grace, He may fall fin- 
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fully; though he cannot fall finally, Demas fell by: 
one, St. Peter by the other. P ray with David; Plalm 
17.5. Hold up my goings in thy path, that my footſteps 
| ſupnot. | | 
4 Nightly, Make the word of God your rule in 2! 
_ things, be ſure you hive a Scripture warrant for all 
your praQiſes. But eſpecially keep cloſe to Scripture 
in matters of,Gods worſhip. "1 
There are cndleſle diſcourſes about the Mode of 
Gods Worſhipz I have no diſputing time. It is 
good in difficult caſcs, allwaycs to take the ſureſt 
ſide, ( for iaſtance if I follow the Traditions of 
man, for the werſhip of God, I may fin, but it I keep 
cloſe to che direQions of God in the Scripture, lam 
ſure 3 cannot fin, for this is the ſure word of Prophe- 
cy, to which you do well totake heed, therefore 
in ſuch a doubttul! caſe, Gods will is, that we take the 
ſureſt ſidez go to the Law and tothe Teſtament ; 
Labourto be iruittull and grounded Chriſtians. 
Ninthly, Keep up the power of godlineſle, do not 
[ct Religion down into a lifeleſſe formality : The 
righteous ſhall flouriſh like a Palm tree : He ſhall grow 
like a Cedar in Lebanon, thoſe that be plamtedimthe houſe 
of the Lord, ſhall flourifh in the Courts of our God, Pſal. 
92, 12, 13. My Brethren, it is as much aduty in 
them that have grace, to improve ir, as for them that. 
hauc no grace, forto get it. If you fir underthe daily © 
means, the daily watcrings of Ged,,and do not grow." 
_ doyou think this will be peace inthe latrererd, ſure- 
ly nv (my Brethren ) your fruitfullneſs under the 
Goſpetis of yery great concerninent, It is uofruit- . 
fullneſs that makes: God lay his Piztyard wafte, Its 
unfruitfullnefs that procures the forwarding your ac- ©" 
_ comptia the day of grace, | 
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Tenthly, obſerve that exccllent rule of the Apo 
'filein Phil 4.8. Finally, brethren, whatſoever things 
" are irme, whatſoever things are honeft, whatſoever things 
: are juſt, whatſorver things are pure, whatſoever things 
cre lovely, whatſoever things are of good repord, if there 
be any virtue, and if there be any praiſe, think on thiſe 
things, And now, my Brethren,I commend you to 
God, and to the Word ef God, that is infinitciy able to 
make you wile to falvation, with this BenediQion;! 
which I'ſhall make my ValeiQtion, Grace be wnto you, 
and peace from God our Father, and from onr Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, 
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The God People, among whom the Name of this 
Excellent, man. is deſervedly precious, may take ni 
tice, that has laſt Sermon upon the five a Clock. Lece 
ture at Sepulchres, Will juddainly be Publifled for 
their Uſe : . Who bold the wards of Gods Patience 
in the Four of Temptation, that ## come upon the 
whole Barth, =o TIO 


